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MEDIA RELEASE

30 years of resolving disputes

Thirty years of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), which has saved the Australian community, individuals and industry millions of dollars, was celebrated in Canberra this weekend.

Australia’s leading ADR organisation, the Institute of Arbitrators & Mediators Australia (IAMA) marked this milestone at its annual two-day national conference at the Hyatt Hotel, Canberra. 

Conference speaker, Federal Attorney General Philip Ruddock said in many respects Australia leads the world in ADR. “This development is in no small part due to the work of the Institute of Arbitrators & Mediators Australia.  The Australian Government is committed to ensuring Australia remains at the cutting edge of ADR and commends and supports the Institute's initiatives in the development, promotion and practice of ADR," Mr Ruddock said.

Other presenters included William K Slate, President of the world’s largest ADR organisation, the American Arbitration Association; Deputy Chief Justice John Faulks of the Family Court of Australia; Sir Laurence Street KCMG QC; Royal Commissioners, Frank Costigan QC and the Hon Tony Fitzgerald QC; Chairman of the Australian Electoral Commission, the Hon Trevor Morling QC; leading arbitration lawyer, John Dorter (Allens Arthur Robinson); President of the Australian Centre of International Commercial Arbitration, Professor Michael Pryles and other leading ADR practitioners.

Topics covered included practical issues and innovation in domestic and international arbitration, ADR in Family Law, commercial and legislated mediation programs, expert witnesses and evidence, industry and government schemes in practice, the impact of culture and online realities in arbitration and adjudication in the construction industry. In addition, IAMA

 launched new major industry schemes and ADR publications.

IAMA President, Tim Sullivan, said that IAMA was founded in Canberra in 1975 under the auspices of the Institution of Engineers, the Royal Institute of Australian Architects and the Master Builders Federation of Australia, to help resolve building disputes outside the court system, and now embraces all areas of alternative dispute resolution.

“Litigation is costly and time consuming,” Mr Sullivan said. “In the past 30 years IAMA’s adjudicators, arbitrators and mediators have resolved thousands of disputes saving disputing parties many millions of dollars, and has saved governments untold costs providing for tribunals and courts. 
IAMA is Australia’s biggest, independent, most experienced and diverse ADR organisation. Its membership comprises some of Australia’s eminent and experienced professionals from many disciplines including legal, industry, academia, community and government sectors.

Mr Sullivan said it plays a key role in industry and consumer schemes, including the resolution of domain name issues. The Institute resolved by arbitration Australia’s first .au domain dispute under the .au Domain Administration Ltd’s new dispute resolution policy.  

IAMA provides all forms of ADR including arbitration, mediation, adjudication, conciliation and expert determination, and is involved in the professional development, training and practice of ADR.

The Conference announced major developments in the bilateral and multilateral co-operation with other ADR organisations such as the Asia Pacific Regional Arbitration Group (APRAG) and an historic agreement with the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators (SIArb).

“These developments represent a significant recognition of the Institute’s reputation as Australia’s leading ADR organisation,” says IAMA President, Tim Sullivan. 
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