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MEDIA RELEASE

Institute points to new directions in ADR

New directions in alternative dispute resolution will be explored this weekend in Sydney at the annual two-day national conference organised by Australia’s leading ADR organisation, the Institute of Arbitrators & Mediators Australia.

The most significant recent development in construction law - statutory adjudication under the Building and Construction Industry Security of Payment Act (NSW) will be addressed by leading construction lawyer, David Campbell-Williams, who has been closely involved with the implementation and application of the Act.

 “In the context of dispute resolution in the construction industry, it represents a paradigm shift,” says Campbell-Williams.  

 

“Security of Payment affords benefits and imposes burdens.  Benefits include improved cash flow for the claimant, and for the respondent, the earlier identification and definition of disputes.  For both sides, there is the prospect that the adjudication process, although interim, might narrow issues and perhaps even lead to final resolution of contractual disputes. “
 

Some of Australia’s leading ADR practitioners will speak at the conference including the President of the Workers’ Compensation Commission, Justice Terry Sheahan AO, former NSW Attorney General, John Hannaford, and the Institute’s “Three Tenors”, senior commercial arbitrators, Ian Nosworthy, Peter Callaghan SC and John Dorter. 

Developments in cost effective dispute management in arbitration, mediating large disputes, domestic lessons from international arbitration, expert determination and business basics for dispute resolvers are some of the issues which will be discussed at the conference. 

 “This conference is a unique opportunity to hear from leading expert presenters on the emerging trends and key developments in alternative dispute resolution, “says Institute President, Ian Nosworthy.

“Large institutionalised systems both here and overseas have embraced all forms of ADR to successfully prevent, manage and resolve disputes.”
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