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of ph.tlosophlcal baggage,
/an obligatiori, T:think, o make it

'_tIend ‘to” “rubber ‘stamp’” the
findings. of facts, e said o

A REIIRED High Court judge
has aceused fellow -judges of
carrylng pexsonal beg_gage

when giving decisions.
Ian' -Callinan, who was

- appointed to the High Cowt in

1998 and retired a day béfore his
70th birthday in September; was
critical yesterday of some of his
colleagueés and aSpects of the_
legal systern -,

-~ His - comments came as.he -

was appomted an “honorary

fellow of the Institute of Arbitra:
tors and Mediators Australia at a

Munction in Brisbane

“If A ]udge is bringing to’ a
al -+ question :his

{hers

clear what that philosophy is,
and .to be absclutely, cand
about it,” Mr Callinan said

' “When I was al the b
sometines.thought,-and not just

‘in constltutlonal -cases, . that

]udges weré not always as CaIldld

~about :their - Ieal Tedsons for
deciding a case as they mlght
- have been .’

© Mt Calhnan, who heads the
national commission of inquiry
into the equine influenza out-
break,. cnt1c1sed High Coutt
]udgements as.'‘too long,
wordy and oo numerous’”;
]udges often stxayed beyond
1ssues, ‘there ‘was™ 100 1nuch
citdtion and quofations, and 4

“There has also been, in my
opinion,”a"collective -defensive-
ness on the part of sorfie judges
about’ reversmg “other Judge-
ments, Mr Callinan said.

He pointed to deficiencies i in
the adversaty system, such ‘as

. cases takmg too long and ¢osting
- too much. “We have to be careful

in the admirable endeavour.of
making litigation more eff1c1ent

~ hegaid

He also reflected on retlred
life, descnbmg himself as
spirit”, and his tlm
Court judge
consnammg

HIn reurement 1 do feel
thlng ofa sense of hb erat1on,“ he
satd - - AAP




